The Ohio State University

Department of French and Italian

Italian 614

Survey of Italian Literature

5 credit hours

Professor: 

Hagerty Hall

Telephone: 

E-mail: 

Office hours:  by appointment and regularly as scheduled each quarter

Date/Time of finale exam: 

Course Description

Welcome to Italian 614! The instructional approach taken in this course and in all of the intermediate and advanced Italian courses is Content-Based Instruction, which is a holistic approach to foreign language education; that is, you will develop your language skills (reading, writing, listening, speaking) while learning about a particular topic. The topic of this course is an overview of some of the great works of Italian literature from its origins to today. New vocabulary will be derived from the texts and the topics that you will discuss and grammar will be reviewed as the need arises.

Students will read excerpts from short stories, poems and novels from the Medieval to the Modern periods.  Focus on strategies of reading, writing about and discussing literature.  Special attention will be given to understanding works in their appropriate cultural and historical contexts. Prerequisite: 420, 421, 423, or any course above the 400-level.
Course Goals:
Upon successful completion of this course students will have a general understanding of the history of Italian literature from the tenth century to today.  They will also have improved their abilities to speak, write, and understand modern Italian and to read Italian texts from earlier centuries.

Language of instruction: Italian

Texts:

All of the readings for the course are available in electronic form at www.liberliber.it.
Excerpts will be chosen by the instructor and will be 4-6 pages per class for undergraduates and 10-15 pages for graduates.

Grade Distribution (undergraduate):

	Class participation

Oral presentation

Midterm exam

Final exam

Class summary
	15%

20%

25%

20%

20%


Grade Distribution (graduate):

	Class participation

Class discussion leader

Midterm exam

Final exam

Final paper
	10%

20%

25%

20%

25%


Grading Scale:

  

	A 93-100
	B+ 88-89
	B- 80-82
	C 73-77
	D+ 68-69
	E 64-0

	A- 90-92
	B 83-87
	C+ 78-79
	C- 70-72
	D 65-67
	 


Class participation: Regular attendance and participation in class are essential for learning a foreign language. Therefore, prepare carefully for class and be ready to participate by completing all assignments in advance.

Oral presentations (undergraduates): During the course you will give a 10-15 minute oral presentation in groups of two on a topic selected in consultation with the instructor. Your group will meet with the professor during the preparation process to discuss the key issues to highlight in your presentation. You must also include visuals and/or realia and all participants must speak. The presentation will be graded using the rubric for oral presentations attached to this syllabus. 

Class discussion leader (graduate students): During the course you will lead the discussion in one class period. You will meet with the professor during the preparation process to discuss the key issues to highlight in the discussion. You must also include visuals and/or realia. 

Exams: A midterm and a final will be given in this course. Do not miss the midterm. You will only be allowed a make-up if you contact the instructor beforehand and provide a valid written excuse. A missed midterm without prior notification will count as a zero. Please note the date and time of the final exam. The date and time of your final exam are determined by the university and cannot be changed. You should have no conflicts with exams in other courses. A missed final without prior notification will count as a zero.

Final paper (undergraduates): You will write a 5-page summary of a topic discussed in class. You may consult your texts, your class notes, and you may meet with the instructor to review the information on your chosen topic. All summaries will be double-spaced, 12 pt font, 1” margins. The summary is due the last day of class. Italian majors may choose to include this summary in their Portfolio. This summary will be graded using the rubric for written work attached to this syllabus.

Final paper (graduate students): You will write a 8-10-page paper on a topic selected in consultation with the instructor. All papers will be double-spaced, 12 pt font, 1” margins. The final paper is due the last day of class.

Academic Misconduct: It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).

Disability Services: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Daily Syllabus

MEDIEVAL LITERATURE

1a
Introduction to the Medieval period
1b
Placito capuano; San Francesco: Canticoi
1c
Cecco Angiolieri: "Se i fosse foco"

DANTE

2a
Dante Alighieri: "Tanto gentile e tanto onesta pare”
2b
Dante Alighieri: dall'Inferno
2c
Dante Alighieri: dal Paradiso
THE OTHER TWO CROWNS:  PETRARCH &: BOCCACCIO

3a
Petrarca: "Voi ch'ascoltate in rime sparse"

3b
Boccaccio: dal Decameron
3c
Boccaccio:  dal Decameron  

RENAISSANCE TREATISES AND POETRY

4a
Machiavelli:  from the Principe
4b
Della Casa:  from the Libro del Galateo
4c
Stampa:  from the Rime
RENAISSANCE EPICS

5a
Ariosto: from the Orlando furioso
5b
Tasso:  from the Gerusalemme liberata
5c
Pulci:  from the Morgante maggiore
BAROQUE SCIENCE AND POETRY

6a
Galileo:  from his Prose
6b
Marino:  from the Adone
6c
MIDTERM
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY FIGURES

7a
Metastasio:  from his Rime
7b
Vico:  from the Scienza nuova
7c
Alfieri:  from his Rime
ROMANTICS

8a
Manzoni:  from the Promessi sposi
8b
Leopardi:  from his Canti
8c
Verga:  La lupa
MODERNS (PROSE)

9a
Svevo:  from his Coscienza di Zeno
9b
Vittorini: from his Conversazione in Sicilia
9c
Calvino:  from his Marcovaldo
MODERNS (POETRY)

10a
Montale: from the Ossi di sepia
10b
Ungaretti:  from the Vita di un uomo
10c
Marin:  from his Poesie
FINAL EXAM 

French/Italian Evaluation of written work
    Name ___________________ grade ____

Content 

	A
	Significant, interesting, well conceived, appropriate to assignments, stays on task.  Rich in specific details and examples.

	B
	Generally good work, but some facts or arguments may be unsupported, or some repetitions or clichés may be apparent.

	C
	Only adequate development of content and arguments, shows occasional carelessness.

	D
	Inadequately or insufficiently developed.  No effort to make content significant to the topic at hand. Reader may be unsure of writer’s message.

	E       
	Wildly inappropriate or incoherent content.


Grammar

	A
	Good use of grammar, successful effort to use new forms and structures.

	B
	Effort to use new forms, occasional errors do not impede comprehension.

	C
	Grammar communicates adequately, but limited in range; frequent errors.

	D
	Meaning often confused; errors very frequent and significant; needs major work.

	E       
	Unintelligible.


Vocabulary

	A
	Good use of vocabulary, successful effort to use new forms and idioms.

	B
	Effort to use new forms, occasional errors do not impede comprehension, but at times poorly calqued from English.

	C
	Limited range of vocabulary, frequent errors and calques from English, or poor dictionary work.

	D
	Very limited vocabulary, meaning often confused; errors very frequent, needs major work.

	E       
	Unintelligible.


Style and Organization

	A
	Well-organized paragraphs and use of topic and summary sentences, convincing, easy to follow, highly readable.

	B
	Good evidence of structuring of paragraphs, with some unwieldy patterns.

	C
	Some attempts at organization, but few topic, development, or summary sequences.  Difficult to read.

	D
	Style is awkward, lack of organization undermines intelligibility, hard to follow.

	E       
	No evidence of planning in paragraph or sentence structure.


Typographic Accuracy

	A
	Good attention to details

	B
	Spelling, punctuation errors do not impede comprehension

	C
	Frequent errors in spelling and/or punctuation errors: use Spellcheck!

	D
	Unacceptably sloppy; accents not typed; use Spellcheck!

	E       
	Not intelligible.


Suggestions for next time:

French/Italian Evaluation of oral work       Name:________________   Grade:______

Categorical Rubric

Amount of language used 
     A   
Student communicates significantly more than required to fulfill the task.

     B   
Student communicates more than required to fulfill the task.

     C   
Student communicates an adequate amount to fulfill the task.

     D   
Student communicates, but amount is less than adequate.

     F   
There is not enough speech to evaluate.

Fluency/Fluidity 
     A   
Speech is smooth and flowing.  No hesitation or rephrasing.

     B   
Speech is smooth for the most part.  Occasional hesitancy.  Some rephrasing.

     C   
Speech is generally hesitant and often choppy.

     D   
Speech is extremely hesitant and choppy.  Frequent pauses and/or unfinished 

            phrases.

     F   
Speech is limited to isolated words or short phrases.  No fluidity whatsoever.

Pronunciation 
     A    No or very little mispronunciation that interferes with comprehension.

     B    Mispronunciation rarely results in misunderstanding.

     C    Several mispronunciations resulting in some confusion and 




misunderstanding.

     D   
Frequent mispronunciation resulting in consistent confusion and 



misunderstanding.

     F   
Mispronunciation makes comprehension impossible.

Vocabulary 

     A   
Student uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriately.

     B   
Student uses a fairly wide range of vocabulary, most of which is used 

            appropriately.

     C   
Student uses an adequate range of vocabulary, but sometimes 



inappropriately.

     D   
Student uses a very limited range of vocabulary and often inappropriately.

     F   
Student shows no command of vocabulary.

Grammar 

     A   
No or few grammatical errors.

     B   
Some grammatical errors that do not result in misunderstanding.

     C   
Several grammatical errors resulting in occasional misunderstanding.

     D   
Many grammatical errors resulting in frequent confusion and 



misunderstanding.

     F   
Grammatical errors so frequent that communication is totally impeded.

Prepared role play/skits

     A   
Exchange is very well connected and clear with no hesitations.

     B   
Exchange is well connected with very few hesitations.

     C   
Exchange is somewhat choppy due to misunderstandings between 



participants.

     D   
Exchange is unconnected and extremely choppy due to misunderstandings 

between participants.

     F   
Student is unable to maintain her/his end of dialogue.  Totally unconnected.

Prepared Presentation
     A   
Presentation is well organized and content is covered in depth with elaboration 

            and detail.

     B   
Presentation is fairly well organized and content is covered in sufficient depth.

     C   
Presentation is somewhat organized and content is mostly covered adequately.

     D   
Presentation lacks organization and does not cover many significant aspects of


the topic.
     F   
Presentation is disorganized and misses most significant aspects of the topic.
